
CSD SALTA
  Supporting Advanced Learners Towards Achievement



OBJECTIVES

Parents/guardians will be introduced to the following 
key concepts of Supporting Advanced Learners 
Towards Achievement:

• SALTA Program/Support Advanced Learners 1 - 8
• Meet SALTA Teachers
• Highlight School’s Enrichment Programs



MISSION

The SALTA program supports teachers and 
administrators with rigorous curriculum, instruction, 
and assessment focusing on depth, complexity and 
higher-order thinking skills to meet the needs of 
gifted and advanced learners by providing a 
continuum of extended learning opportunities and 
appropriately challenging curriculum. 



SALTA Program

• Designed to serve students in grades 1-8 who demonstrate 
high cognitive and academic ability when compared with 
others of their age, experience, and/or environment

• Students in a SALTA classroom require learning experiences 
beyond what is typically provided in the regular classroom
  

• In the SALTA program, the compacted pace of the 
curriculum is designed to meet the needs of advanced 
learners with an emphasis on depth and complexity, 
application of learning materials, and higher order thinking 
skills



GOALS

Goal 1:  Meet the needs of “gifted and 
talented” students.

Goal 2:  Offer advanced learning opportunities 
at every school and grade-level.

Goal 3:  Prepare all students with the skills 
necessary to be college and career ready.



GOALS

Goal 4:  Provide opportunities for students to 
focus on application of materials being 
learned, depth and complexity of those 
materials, and provide students with extended 
learning opportunities using the grade level 
Utah Core State Standards as the foundation.

Goal 5:  Ensure that ALL students are ready to 
begin higher-level courses in the secondary 
setting.



SALTA Pathway

        

Peruvian Park Elementary
Sunrise Elementary

1st – 5th Grades
SALTA: Test In; All 3rd grade retest

 



SALTA Details

        • Transportation clarifications
• None provided for elementary
• Middle school bus at Sunrise and Peruvian Park

• Permits
• Siblings ASAP – not guaranteed acceptance

• Registration Paperwork



Curriculum

Utah Core Standards
All SALTA students are taught the Utah Core standards with 
compacted pacing. Core standards are evidence-based, aligned 
with expectations for success in college and the workplace, 
and will allow students to compete internationally.  The 
standards stress rigor, depth, clarity, and coherence. 
 
The program used to support the instruction 
of the Utah Core standards in English 
language arts is Reading Street.  The 
program used to support the instruction 
of the Utah Core standards in math is 
enVision.    



Curriculum

Extend Materials
Extension of core standards provides students with activities 
that are added to CORE to enlarge or deepen understanding. 
Resources for extending the core include: 

• Reading Street w/Research & Inquiry Skills 
• Project-Based Learning (PBL) 
• Extended Learning Opportunities 
• Math Exemplars 
• Science Exemplars 



Curriculum

Supplemental Materials
Supplemental resources are materials and activities in 
addition to ones found in Extend and Core. These include: 

• Jr. Great Books 
• M2 & M3 Math 





Curriculum Map Examples





Curriculum Map Examples



Curriculum

Ms. Lapadat, 3rd Grade
• Characteristics of a gifted learner
• Classroom culture and student interactions
• DOK complexity and rigor 

Ms. Kirk, 5th Grade
• How does the SALTA classroom look different?
• What does their day look like?



How does a SALTA classroom look 
compared with a general education 

classroom?



A SALTA classroom differs from a 
General Education classroom in: 

• Pacing and Curriculum Compacting

• Rigor and Relevance

• Creativity and Student Expression



Pacing and Curriculum Compacting 

• Lessons in SALTA classrooms unfold more quickly.

• Less repetition with algorithms and procedures.

• Provides time for challenging enrichment and/or 
acceleration activities.



Rigor and Relevance

•  Higher-level questioning

•  Cross-curricular connections 

• Advanced problem solving strategies 

• Real-world applications (Problem-based learning)



5th Grade Math Example
General Education Classroom

• Review of area from 
previous year.

• Practice modeling volume.
• Traditional algorithm.
• Guided Practice
• Individual Practice
• Assessment

Approximately 10 days.

SALTA Classroom

• Open-ended 
pre-assessment. 

• Needs based instruction in 
small groups.

• Real-world application to 
complex task with various 
groupings.

• Assessment (if necessary)

Could be completed over the 
course of 2-3 days.



Creativity and Student Expression

Student Choice

Alternative Assessments

Project and Problem-Based Learning

Extended Learning Opportunities



Curriculum

Ms. Meyer, Social and Emotional Specialist
• Teacher Support 

○ Social Emotional Learning
■ Self Awareness
■ Self Management
■ Social Awareness
■ Responsible Decision Making
■ Relationship Skills



Extended Learning Opportunities

 Grade Level Learning Opportunity Skills

1st Monster Math
Problem-solving; teamwork

2nd Story Weavers
Speaking, listening, 
comprehension

3rd Jr. First Lego League
STEM, teamwork

4th Speech/Debate
Speaking, listening, justify 
thinking, using evidence, 
comprehension 

5th Speech/Debate/Science Fair
Speaking, listening, justify 
thinking, using evidence, 
comprehension 



INDIVIDUAL LEARNING PLANS

Monitor SALTA students progress
An Individualized Learning Plan (ILP) is a record of SALTA 
programming services and the student’s progress in the 
program. An ILP includes specific programs and practices that 
will be utilized to Extend and Supplement a student’s Core 
instruction, individualized goals, and detailed lines of evidence 
that will be used to assess growth in the program. 



• The ILP replaces 
the SEP

• Collection of all 
data collected

• Shows where 
SALTA students 
begin and end



SALTA RISE Data 2018-2019

English Language Arts 
3rd grade: 98% Proficient 

4th grade: 100% Proficient 
5th grade: 95% Proficient 

Math 
3rd grade: 99% Proficient

4th grade: 100% Proficient 
5th grade: 97% Proficient 

Science 
4th grade: 100% Proficient 
5th grade: 97% Proficient

Comparison of accepted and declined SALTA



Progress of SALTA Students 1st-3rd



https://www.schooldigger.com/go/UT/schoolrank.aspx



WE ARE ONE SCHOOL

Shared Social Development
• Lunchroom and lunch recess
• Brain Boosters (Playworks, arts, music, media)
• Grade level recess
• Grade level field trips/activities
• Grade level program and/or family involvement 

activities

Enrichment Opportunities
• Extended Learning Opportunities
• Community Education Classes (Legos, Golf, KidzArt, 

Mad Science)



WE ARE ONE SCHOOL

Arts
• Orchestra and Choir

STEM
• Science Fair
• Tech Club
• iPad Labs, Chrome Books, Mac Labs
• Ed Tech Support



Thank you for your time!  We hope that you 
and your children choose SALTA.

Leslie Jewkes, Principal, Peruvian Park, leslie.jewkes@canyonsdistrict.org
Margaret Swanicke, Principal, Sunrise Elementary, margaret.swanicke@canyonsdistrict.org 
Mindy Robison, Principal, Midvale Middle School, mindy.robison@canyonsdistrict.org
Wendy Meyer, Twice Exceptional Specialist, wendy.meyer@canyonsdistrict.org
Scott Christensen, Instructional Supports Department – SALTA Lead, scott.christensen@canyonsdistrict.org 

https://isd.canyonsdistrict.org/index.php/content-areas/salta

Website includes:  curriculum maps, testing and appeals information, professional development, Extended Learning 
Opportunities resources, parent/guardian resources, and more!
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